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“Jane Arden” Pre-Sold For The Screen 

COMIC STRIP FANS — 22.000.000 daily 

follow-uppers of the cartoon strip in 

171 newspapers from coast to coast. 

Arrange tieups with local paper run- 

ning this strip. 

RADIO LISTENERS — 12,.000.000 fam- 

ilies tune in everyday to hear the series 

on the air over 18 stations on N. B. C. 

Blue Network sponsored by the Ward 

Baking Company. 

PUBLICITY BUILD-UP—Over half mil- 

lion readers from coast to coast elected 

Rosella Towne to play JANE ARDEN 

on the sereen. Papers which conducted 

this voting contest — are a ready “in” 

for follow-up promotions. 

2700 WARD DELIVERY TRUCKS will 

earry JANE ARDEN posters. Liberal 

space for theatre imprints. Only one of 

the picture-boosting tie-up ideas in the 

big-seale promotion plan soon to come 

to you by mail. 

How you can boost matinee business and 

family night trade is told step by step 

on the inllewins WAEOCS 6 oe ae ee 

Country of origin U. S, A. Copyright 1939 Vitagraph, Inc All rights reserved. Copyright is waived to magazines and newspapers. 



Step No. 1... ADVERTISING 
A NEW 
MYSTERY 
JTO:SOWES 

JANE, THE 
MOVIE PEOPLE 
WANT YOU! 

22,000,000 
FANS WANT 
TO SEE YOU 
ON THE SCREEN! AU < 

GEE, FOLKS, | 
CANT WAIT TO 
SEE WHAT YOU PLENTY OF ACTION! { 

WHAT ARE WE |r 
WAITING 
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Adventures o 
JANE ARDE 

with 

William Gargan - James Stephenson 

Benny Rubin - Dennie Moore 

Directed by Terry Morse ee 

A WARNER BROS. Picture This Ad Also 

Dp 2 Available in 2-Cols. 
Screen Play by Vincent Sherman, Lawrence Kimble and Charles Curran Based on the Comic Strip Created by, Monte Barrett and Russell E. Ross 

Order Mat 211 — 

5 Inches— 

138 Lines—30c 

Mat 302—7!/, inches x 3 cols. (309 lines) —45c 

JANE TACKLES : 
HER GRANDEST LTO ULL 

sen | JANE 
ae ARDEN 

Starring 

ROSELLA TOWNE 
; aE 4 

CZ Jb Q aes The girl YOU chose for the role! 

with WILLIAM GARGAN + JAMES STEPHENSON + BENNY RUBIN + DENNIE 
Gun Tt MOORE : Directed by Terry Morse - A WARNER BROS. Picture « Screen Play by Vincent Sherman, 
WY 

Lawrence Kimble and Charles Curran Based on the Comic Strip Created by Monte Barrett and Russell E. Ross 

FOUND: A PERFECT JANE ARDEN 
FOR THE 

Mat 206—2!/ inches x 2 cols. (68 lines)—30c 

ROSELLA TOWNE 
YOUR choice to bring America’s favorite 

comic strip and radio heroine to the screen! 

JANE ARDEN CRASHES HOLLYWOOD! 

The Adventures of 

MOORE : Directed by Terry Morse » A WARNER BROS. Picture « Screen Play by Vincent Sherman, 

Lawrence Kimble and Charles Curran- Based on the Comic Strip Created by Monte Barrett and Russell E. Ross 

@ with WILLIAM GARGAN « JAMES STEPHENSON * BENNY RUBIN + DENNIE 

Mat 205—5 inches x 2 cols. (140 lines)—30c 
Mat 207—2 inches x 2 cols. (58 lines)—30c 
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ADVERTISING 

NOW JANE TACKLES ls ug re uy She’s stepine RIGHT OUT 

HER GRANDEST JANE, YOULL MSZ e& OF AMERICA’S AVORITE 

ASSIGNMENT 
. THE MOVIES! 

A You'll find Lights!... 
¥ Camera! And plenty of 

action as your daredevil 

darling of the comics and 

Mam radio crashes the screen! 

The first 

in an exciting new series. 

v 

William Gargan + James Stephenson « Benny Rubin 
Dennie Moore: Directed by Terry Morse * A WARNER BROS. Picture 
Screen Play by Vincent Sherman, Lawrence Kimble and Charles Curran 
Based on the Comic Strip Created by Monte Barrett and Russell E. Ross ‘ROSELLA 

Ms own ue chose WILLIAM GARGAN + JAMES STEPHENSON ; Mat 109 
BENNY RUBIN - DENNIE MOORE A % 

Directed by Terry Morse » A WARNER BROS. Picture : 31/4 inches (45 lines)—15c 

Screen Play by Vincent Sherman, Lawrence Kimble and Charles Curran 

Based on the Comic Strip Created by Monte Barrett and Russell E. Ross 

Mat 208—4l/, inches x 2 cols. (120 lines)—30c 
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JANE ARDEN — lhe 
starring Adventures of ROSELLA TOWNE TANE ARDEN 

starring 

ROSELLA ‘TOWNE 
YOU chose her for the role 

The girl YOU chose to play the role! 

With : William Gargan 
James Stephenson 
Perey Rubin 

AR Ses AWARNER BROS. Picea, 

Screen Play by Vincent Sherman, Lawrence 

Kimble and Charles Curran e Based on the Comic 

Strip Created by Monte Barrett and Russell E. Ross 

Mat 108 

6 inches (84 lines)—15c 
Screen play by Vincent Sherman, Lawrence Kimble and Charles Curran ~ 

Based on the Comic Strip Created by Monte Barrett and Russell E. Ross 

Mat 210—73% inches x 2 cols. (218 lines) —30c 

[4] 



NOW YOU CAN FOLLOW 

The Adventures of 

JANE ARDEN 
[on the Seren! | 
ROSELLA TOWN E -Witliam Gargan 

James Stephenson - Benny Rubin - Dennie Moore 

Directed by Terry Morsee A WARNER BROS. Picture 

Screen Play by Vincent Sherman, Lawrence Kimble and Charles Curran 

Based on the Comic Strip Created by Monte Barrett and Russell E. Ross 

11/, inches (22 lines) 

ROSELLA TOWN E -William Gargan 

James Stephenson + Benny Rubin - Dennie Moore 
Directed by Terry Morse» A WARNER BROS. Picture 
Screen Play by Vincent Sherman, Lawrence Kimble and Charles Curran 

of a year’s adventures in 
your favorite comic strip 
now packed into one thrill- 

ing hour on the screen! 

The Adventures of 

starring 

ROSELLA TOWNE 

Screen Play by Vincent Sherman, Lawrence Kimble 
and Charles Curran e Based on the Comic Strip 

Created by Monte Barrett and Russell E. Ross 

Mat 105 

SHE’S STEPPING RIGHT OUT 
OF AMERICA’S FAVORITE 

COMIC STRIP. .& 

On to the 
Screen! 

The Adventures of 

JANE ARDEN 
with 

ROSELLA TOWNE 

WILLIAM GARGAN - JAMES STEPHENSON 
BENNY RUBIN - DENNIE MOORE 

Directed by Terry Morse « A WARNER BROS. Picture 

ADVERTISING 

Based on the Comic Strip Created by Monte Barrett and Russell E. Ross 

21/, inches (35 lines) 

TWO ADS ON ONE MAT 

Mat 106—15c 

4l/, inches (58 lines)—1 5c Screen Play by Vincent Sherman, Lawrence 

Kimble and Charles Curran Based on the Comic 

Strip Created by Monte Barrett and Russell E. Ross 

Mat 107 

5 inches (69 lines}—1 5c 

Starring ROSELLA TOWNE with witLiAM GARGAN + JAMES STEPHENSON + BENNY RUBIN 

(WARNER BRoR) DENNIE MOORE: Directed by Terry Morse» A WARNER BROS Picture - Screen Play by Vincent Sherman, 

WY Lawrence Kimble and Charles Curran+ Based on the Comic Strip Created by Monte Barrett and Russell. E. Ross 

Mat 209—1!/, inches x 2 cols, (20 lines}—30c 

| «Official Billing 

WARNER BROS. 

Pictures, Inc. Presents 

“The Adventures of Jane Arden” 
with 

ROSELLA TOWNE 

WILLIAM GARGAN — JAMES STEPHENSON — BENNY RUBIN 

DENNIE MOORE 

Directed by Terry Morse 

Screen Play by Vincent Sherman, Lawrence Kimble and Charles Curran 

Based on the Comic Strip Created by Monte Barrett and Russeil E. Ross 

A Warner Bros. Picture 

Vitaphone Shorts 
“SOPHOMORE SWING”? shows how the youngsters 

of today go to town with a real rip — snortin’ jam session of 

shag. They’re lead by the famous Harvest Moon Dance 

Festival winners. 4018 — Broadway Brevities — 20 mins. 

TECHNICOLOR CARTOON — Elmer (the great) 

gets the gate but comes back strong to win first prize in 

“Ham-Ateur Night”. Just wait for the surprise ending! 4510 
—Merrie Melodies—7 mins. 

MECH ANIX ILLUSTRATED”?—with four Natural 

Color and entertaining sequences making up this latest in- 

teresting film. Featured is the popular sport of skeet shoot- 
ing. 4607—The Color Parade—10 mins. 

“PORKY’S TIRE TROUBLE” starts when he goes 

to work in a rubber factory, and his troubles go to work 

on him. Porky shows he has plenty on the ball. 4808 — 
Looney Tunes—7 mins. 

RUSS MORGAN AND ORCHESTE A—are famous 

for their smooth popular music played in the inimitable 
‘Morgan Manner’. For enjoyable entertainment, they're 
tops! 4710 — Melody Masters — 10 mins. 

TECHNICOLOR TWO REELER — “Swingtime In 

The Movies” with John Garfield, Marie Wilson, The Lane 

Sisters, Pat O’Brien etc. “One of the year’s Best,” — Film 
Daily. 4003 — Broadway Brevities — 20 mins. 
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CARTOON STRIP PROMOTION 
COMPLETE IN 6 EASY STEPS 
The 171 leading newspapers which carry the cartoon strip 
"Jane Arden" are all primed to cooperate with you on your 
campaign for the picture. Following suggestions should high- 

light your local campaign. 

1. SPECIAL STORIES 

Just as soon as your Jane Arden playdate is set, get 
together with the promotion manager of local 
paper carrying the cartoon strip. Plant special 
stories and art dealing with the comic strip angle. 
Publicity section of this press book offers stories 
and art suitable for this use. | 

2. UNDERLINERS 

Arrange to underline the local Jane Arden comic 

strip with "See Jane Arden in the movies in ‘The 
Adventures of Jane Arden’ at the Century Theatre 
beginning Friday." This is the best possible way to 
reach the Jane Arden fans. Your trailer and fea- 
ture could carry a tag reading: "Follow the Adven- 

tures of Jane Arden daily in the Times-Union." If 
paper nixes tie-up, offer to buy the space as it will 
prove extremely valuable in selling this picture. 

3. CONTESTS 

Wherever possible run your contests in coopera- 
tion with newspapers carrying Jane Arden fea- 

ture. The search for a local Jane Arden is ideal for 
papers using the cartoon strip. See other sugges- 
tions on this page. 

4. CO-OP PROMOTION ADS 

Promotion manager of paper running the Jane 
Arden strip should be interested in arranging a 
series of cooperative ads boosting the picture and 
the cartoon feature. 

5. BANNERS, TACK CARDS, ETC. 

Arrange for banners on newspaper delivery 
trucks. Also tack cards on newsstands; slipsheet 
newspapers with heralds; imprint newsboy's 
aprons; surprint back copies of Jane Arden Sun- 
day Comic Page and distribute in lobby. 

6. RADIO PLUG 

If paper using Jane Arden feature has program 
over local radio station be sure to arrange for tie- 

in announcements. 

CUT OUT SIX SHEET — rearrange title as shown — spot batch of cartoon 
blowups alongside and you've an attractive lobby display. 

... AND WHAT GOES 
ON THIS PAGE, 
JANE ARDEN ? 
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SEARCH FOR LOCAL JANE ARDEN 
Comic strip fans of seventy-nine cities chose Rosella Towne from among 

six other featured players to portray Jane Arden on the screen because of 

her astonishing resemblance to the cartoon heroine. Take a tip and launch 

your own city-wide search for a local Jane Arden. Contest is conducted in 

cooperation with local newspaper which prints photo of Rosella Towne 

along with those of best entries each day. Patrons vote for their choices 

and leave ballots in lobby box. Final selections are made at theatre opening 

night. Possibly paper can give her a few assignments and run stories with 

Jane Arden by-line. 

JANE ARDEN COSTUME BALL 
Patterned after New York's famed Beaux Arts Ball interest high school or © 

college group in conducting a ‘Jane Arden" Costume Ball. Guests come 

dressed as comic strip characters, not necessarily from the Arden strip, 

but from any cartoon. Theatre and newspaper awards prizes for most 

original or most humorous costumes. Batch of stills and blowups mention- 

ing theatre and playdate are prominently displayed of course. 

FORM A JANE ARDEN CLUB 
Form a Jane Arden club in your town, with Rosella Towne as honorary 

president. Play it up as a sort of press club, in which members compete 

with news and feature stories they write. Perhaps you can induce the city 

editor of local paper to name club members auxiliary reporters for the 

week prior to the picture's showing. Daily awards are offered for the best 

news tips or leads. Theatre provides guest passes to the show as prizes; 

newspaper awards contributors by printing best yarns under the writer's 

by-line, adding Jane Arden Club credit. 

JANE ARDEN FASHION TIE-IN 
Step out and see what you can do in the way of a dress shop tie-in boosting 

the spring fashion angle for "Jane Arden." Store plugs dresses that are 

similar to those worn by Jane Arden in the picture. Newspaper ads, win- 

dow displays and other valuable aid can be obtained via this route. 

GAL DRESSED IN "FUNNIES" 
Gal dressed in gown made of comic section pages, featuring the Jane 
Arden cartoons, stands in prominent lobby location under spot-light and 
distributes heralds to patrons. If weather permits you might put a sign on 
her back and use as street bally. Yes? 

TRY THIS GAG CALLING CARD 
A teaser calling card can be distributed in offices and door-to-door 
around town to arouse interest in the picture. On one side of the card is 
printed: "Jane Arden, Ace Reporter." On reverse side of card appears 
this handwritten copy: "'l was in to see you about an important story. See 
me at the Strand Theatre in the Adventures of Jane Arden... J. A." 

[6] 



INVITE CARTOONISTS TO PARTY 
Crash the news pages by holding a Jane Arden party for newspaper 
cartoonists in your vicinity. Specify that it is a testimonial to Monte Barrett 
and Russell Ross who draw the Jane Arden strip. Brother cartoonists will 
gladly join the celebration sponsored by local newspaper and theatre. 
Advance publicity, photographs and speeches will insure breaks for you. 
Affair can be on the buffet variety and promoted from a swank local 
restaurant anxious for notice. 

COMIC PAGE ANGLE IN LOBBY 
Play up the newspaper angle with a lobby set piece showing Rosella Towne 
emerging from the comic section of a newspaper. Blow up the page and 
mount on compo board. Cut out the opening and behind this mount a 
blow-up of still RT Pub A42 showing Rosella Towne as Jane Arden busy at 
a typewriter. Copy reads: "Meet Rosella Towne who plays Jane Arden 
on the screen in ‘The Adventures of Jane Arden’ starting Friday." 

HOLD LOCAL TALENT EXHIBIT 
Every town has loads of professional and would-be cartoonists whose 
efforts have been turned down by magazines and papers. Invite them to 
display their best drawings at an exhibition of rejected cartoons, Some 
drawings will be good; others pretty bad, but all will be funny. Announce 
display in newspapers; with prizes to cartoonist whose work is adjudged 
most clever. Voting can be done by ballot which patrons cast after view- 
ing the drawings. 

POLL LOCAL NEWS HAWKS 
In cooperation with local daily conduct poll among high school scribes for 
most popular gal reporter. Winner is made honorary motion picture editor 
for a day with privilege of reviewing ''The Adventures of Jane Arden." 
With slight changes publicity stories in this press book can be printed 
under her by-line. 

USE DEALER TIE-UP STILLS 
Hop over to your favorite department store, dress shop, or jeweler and 
try to interest him in a window display featuring these specially prepared 
stills of Rosella Towne: Bracelet—RT 36; Straw Hat—RT 42: Riding Habit— 
RT 56; Handbag—RT 68; Sport Coat—RT 72; Sport Dress—RT 70. Order 
from Campaign Plan Editor. Set of six—50c; individually 10c. 

TIE UP WITH BOOK AND MAGAZINE 
Contact chain and variety stores for windows and counter displays on 
the midget book version of the Jane Arden adventures, based on news- 
paper cartoon strip. Also take advantage of the magazine "Feature 
Funnies" which provides a ready-made newsstand tie-up. The Jane Arden. 
strip is their regular monthly feature. Your cue to slip-sheet copies with 
heralds; place tack cards on newsstands; give away back numbers. 

oe ae 

G6 CONTEST IDEAS TIE IN 
JANE ARDEN CARTOON 
These contests are based on the cartoon strip angle and 
should be handled in cooperation with local daily running 
the Jane Arden strip. Contests can be run for one day or 
over a period of a week. 

1. COMPLETE DRAWING 

Contestants are asked to draw the final box of a 
Jane Arden strip. One of the year-old strips can 
be picked up; the original drawings and gags re- 
tained with final box blanked out for the filler- 
inners. Winning drawing is printed in paper and 
runners-up are exhibited in lobby. 

2. WRITE DIALOGUE 

Variation of the above: Readers fill in all the 
balloons of a Jane Arden strip blanked out for the 
purpose. Prizes for funniest lines. 

3. ORIGINAL CARTOON 

Best completed original Jane Arden cartoon strip 
drawn by local amateur wins special prize. Con- 
test judged on cleverness of ideas. 

4. FASHION TEST 

Conduct Jane Arden Fashion Test. Prize awarded 
for best dress design for Jane Arden. 

5. COLOR CARTOON 

Coloring contest based on the black and white 
Jane Arden strips appearing daily. Prizes awarded 
for neatness and originality of color scheme. 

6. FIND NEW CHARACTER 

Tie up with high school art classes or commercial 
art schools for contest to find a new character for 
the Jane Arden cartoon strip and the motion pic- 
ture carrying on the adventures of Jane Arden. 



Step 
No. 3 
PUBLICITY 

Public Selected 
Rosella Towne to 
Play “Jane Arden” 

More than 500,000 readers of 

79 newspapers throughout the 

country joined the Warner Bros. 

Studio casting department in 
choosing the actress to portray 

Jane Arden, popular comic strip 

personality, on the screen in the 
new film series, the first of which 
“The Adventures of Jane Arden,” 
opens next Friday at the Strand 
Theatre. 

Rosella Towne was the popu- 

lar choice of Jane Arden news- 
paper comic strip fans because of 
her astonishing resemblance to 

the cartoon heroine. Close behind 
Miss Towne in public favor was 
Ann Sheridan. Other candidates 
for the part were Jane Bryan, 

Gale Page, Marie Wilson, Jane 
Wyman, and Janet Shaw. 

This was the first time that 
Hollywood has appealed to the 
public for assistance in casting 

an important screen role. Warner 

Bros. felt, however that readers 
of the Jane Arden strip knew a 
great deal more about the char- 

acter than they did. 

Miss Towne has been a motion 
picture actress for little more 

than a year. “Jane Arden” is her 

first starring role. Born in 

Youngstown, Ohio, she has lived 
in or near Hollywood long enough 
to qualify as a “local girl who 

made good.” Though she was 
raised on the 
outskirts of : 
the film col- 

ony, the 
thought of 
entering mo- 

tion pictures 
didn’t occur 
until after 
she gradu- } 
ated from %& 
high school. 

At that 
time Herman 
Bing, the gutteral screen come- 

dian, persuaded her to attend 

dramatic school. A test at the 

Warner Bros. Studio followed 

and Miss Towne was on her way 

to screen stardom. 

Rosella has strong likes and 

dislikes. On the credit side are 
actresses Bette Davis, Luise 

Rainer and Claudette Colbert. 
Actors high in her esteem are 
Paul Muni and Gary Cooper. 
Favorite books are ‘Gone With 
The Wind’ and ‘Dorothy Vernon 
of Haddon Hall.’ Loves blue as a 
color. Adores daffodils. 
Things she could live without are 
people who radiate sweetness and 
goodwill before breakfast. She 
herself loves to sleep late and 
takes a long time awakening in 

the morning. 

Other than the screen test that 
started her on the way to fame, 
her greatest thrill in life was the 
time she won a loving cup in a 

high school fashion parade. 

Rosella Towne 

Dennie No Dummy 
Dennie Moore has been playing 

dumb comedy parts so long and 
so well that only her intimate 
friends know she is an intelligent, 
well read young lady. Dennie, 
now appearing in ‘The Adven- 

tures of Jane Arden,’ starring 
Rosella Towne, which comes to 
the Strand Friday, has written 
several radio scripts and is plan- 
ning a novel. 

In her latest comedy role she 
is aided by Benny Rubin, who 
also has several radio sketches 
to his credit. 

Mat 201 — 30c 

ME AND MY SHADOW —so alike are the two pictures. The girl is Rosella 
Towne, starring in "The Adventures of Jane Arden,’ coming to the Strand 
Friday. The drawing is of Jane Arden, heroine of the famous cartoon strip. 

ADVANCE PUBLICITY 

(Opening Day) 

‘Jane Arden’ of ‘Funnies’ 

Now A Hollywood Star 
“The Adventures of Jane Ar- 

den” which opens today at the 
Strand Theatre with Rosella 
Towne in the title role, is the 
first picture in a new series being 
based by Warner Bros. on the 
heroine of the popular cartoon 
strip which appears daily in 139 
newspapers. 

The extremely personable Miss 
Towne was selected for this, her 
first starring part in the year- 

and-a-half that she has been un- 
der contract to Warner Bros., by 
a vote taken among readers of 
seventy-nine of the papers in 
which the Jane Arden strip ap- 
pears. Her selection, it is believed, 

was largely influenced by the fact 
that she actually looks a great 
deal like the cartoon representa- 

tion of the heroine. 
As readers of the strip know, 

Jane Arden is a pretty girl re- 
porter who gets into hazardous 
adventures but is so courageous 

and resourceful that she man- 
ages to come through unscathed 
and triumphant. 

In the film story which Vin- 

cent Sherman, Lawrence Kimble 

“Adventures of Jane Arden” 
(Lead Story) 

+ 

Hops From Comics to Screen; 
Coming to Strand on Friday 

Already a favorite with mil- 
lions of newspaper readers and 
countless radio listeners, Jane 

Arden has now become a motion 
picture character as well, for she 
is the heroine of a new series of 

Warner Bros. pictures, the first 
of which, entitled “The Adven- 
tures of Jane Arden,” opens next 
Friday at the Strand Theatre. 

The heroine of the popular 
newspaper cartoon strip which 
appears in 171 papers with a com- 

bined circulation of about 14,- 

000,000 and of a national net- 
work radio serial that has been 
on the air five days a week for 
the past two years is portrayed 

on the screen by Rosella Towne. 
This is the first starring role 

entrusted to the youthful Miss 
Towne in her comparatively 
brief screen career, but the de- 
cision to cast her as Jane Arden 
was not made by any executive 
of the Warner Bros Studio. It 
was made by the vote of thou- 

sands of newspaper readers who 
chose her in a contest sponsored 
by seventy-nine of the papers in 
which the Jane Arden strip ap- 
pears. 

Although she was not as well 
known as Ann Sheridan, Marie 
Wilson, Gale Page, Jane Wyman 

Never Felt Better 

After a ‘working vacation’ at 
Palm Springs, William Gargan 

returned to Hollywood to appear 
opposite Rosella Towne in the 

first of Warner Bros. new series, 

‘The Adventures of Jane Arden’ 
now playing at the Strand Thea- 
tre. 

Bill spent his holiday putting 
his Palm Springs home in shape 

for winter occupancy. He mixed 
cement, hauled rocks and did odd 
repair jobs eight hours a day, six 

days a week—and never felt bet- 

ter in his life. 

Keeps Herself Fit 
Rosella Towne, who plays the 

leading role in the Warner Bros. 
picture, “The Adventures of Jane 
Arden,” which comes to the 

Strand next Friday, uses an un- 
usual form of exercise. She mows 
her own lawn and does all her 
own gardening. 

or several of the other actresses 
over whom she triumphed, Ros- 
ella won handily because of her 
remarkable resemblance in actu- 
ality to the drawings of Jane 
Arden which appear every day 
in the Monte Barrett and Russell 
E. Ross cartoon strip. 

The plot devised by Vincent 
Sherman, Lawrence Kimble and 
Charles Curran depicts Jane 
matching her wits and courage 
against a sinister ring of jewel 
thieves and smugglers. It is the 
murder of a New York society 

girl, whom Jane believes has been 
mixed up with the ring, that 
causes her to make up her mind 
to unmask its members and bring 
them to justice. 

In the course of her dangerous 
enterprise, Jane manages to pose 
so successfully as a dealer in 

stolen jewels that she is hired by 

the ring to be their carrier in an 
attempt to smuggle stolen jewels 
into the United States from 
Bermuda. Everything goes well 
until the head of the ring dis- 
covers her identity, and Jane 
might have been unable to get out 
of this situation alive had it not 
been for the timely arrival in 
Bermuda of her managing edi- 
tor, who is not only young and 

personable but also in love with 

his star girl reporter. 
He comes on the scene just as 

the master thief is forcing Jane 
at revolver point to accompany 
him to a plane which is waiting 
to make the dash for the main- 
land. After a thrilling race 
against death, the editor saves 

the girl and then he and Jane 
board the boat for New York. 

Besides Miss Towne, the cast 

of “The Adventures of Jane Ar- 
den” includes William Gargan, 
as the managing editor, James 
Stephenson, as the gang leader, 
Peggy Shannon, as the latter’s 
girl friend, Benny Rubin and 
Dennie Moore in comedy roles, 
and Edgar Edwards, Hobart 
Cavanaugh, Pierre Watkin, John 
Ridgely and Maris Wrixon. The 
production was directed by Terry 
Morse. 

This is Terry’s first picture, 
and he turns in a job so well 
done, that his studio is looking 
forward to: bigger things from 
him in the future. The young 
director, he is only 33, started 
his career as a film cutter, and 
became so expert, promotion to 

a position of greater responsibil- 
ity was only a matter of time. 
Now he has his chance. 

Mat 204 — 30c 

BENNY'S DOWN BUT NOT OUT —though he certainly looks close to it. It's 
Benny Rubin in a scene from Warner Bros. "The Adventures of Jane Arden," 
coming to the Strand Theatre on Friday, with Rosella Towne and William 
Gargan, in the starring roles. 
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and Charles Curren based on the 
character in the Monte Barrett 
and Russell E. Ross cartoon strip, 
Jane Arden unmasks and breaks 
up a notorious ring of jewel 

thieves and smugglers. 

Bravely she poses as a jewel 

thief herself and manages to be 
taken into the employ of the gang 
as the carrier for some jewels 

which are to be smuggled into the 
United States from Bermuda. 
When the gang leader discovers 
her real identity, things look ex- 
ceedingly dark for the nervy girl 
reporter, but after a succession 
of quick, melodramatic develop- 
ments, it is the master thief who 

comes to an untimely end instead 

of the girl reporter. Jane returns 

to New York with plans already 
in the making for another excit- 

ing undertaking. 
Besides Miss Towne, the cast 

includes William Gargan, James 
Stephenson, Benny Rubin, Dennic 
Moore, Edgar Edwards, Hobart 
Cavanaugh and Maris Wrixon. 

The picture marks the debut of 
Terry Morse, hitherto one of the 
top-notch film editors at the 

Warner studio, as a director. 

MARK HELLINGER 
TALKS ABOUT 

NEWSPAPER GALS 

Motion pictures have done 
wrong by the newspaper gals. In 

most cases the movie news gal is 

pictured as a flossie with a press 
ecard. All the newspaper men 
turned writers working in the 
Warner lot, where “The Adven- 
tures of Jane Arden” was filmed 
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Rosella Towne 

praised Rosella Towne’s char- 
acterization of Jane Arden. It is 
as different a newsgal from the 

usual run as Allen Jenkins is 

from Errol Flynn. 

There are two kinds of news- 
paper women just as there are 
two kinds of any gal. There’s the 
sweet, winsome, almost self- 
effacing type. Then there is the 
hard, wisecracking, aggressive 
kind. Only the latter has been 
pictured on the screen. “Torchy 
Blane’ is typical of this kind of 
lady journalist. It’s about time 

something was done for the nice 
girl who is also a reporter. Now 
Miss Towne has her chance to 
come to the rescue of her sex. 
It is her first starring role, but 
she turns in a sterling perform- 

ance worthy of a more experi- 
enced actress. 

A Bird in the Hand 

Rosella Towne bought no new 

sable coat but six neat baby bonds 
to celebrate her first leading role 
in “The Adventures of Jane 
Arden,’ Warner Bros. produc- 
tion based on the well known car- 
toon strip, which opens Friday 

at the Strand Theatre. 
“Tt isn’t,” says Rosella, “that 

I wouldn’t like a new coat, but 

I think that security comes be- 
fore vanity. If you take care of 
the present the future is safe.” 
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Rosella Towne Now Avid 

Reader of Comic Strips 

Thanks to 
Rosella Towne never read the 

newspaper cartoon strips until 

recently. She preferred the 
drama pages, and after them, the 
society sections. 

Today she’s probably the most 
avid cartoon strip fan in the 

country. A young pen and ink 

lady by the name of Jane Arden 
is responsible for the change in 
her taste. 

Warner Bros., the studio to 
which Miss Towne is under long 

term contract, decided to make a 
series of pictures based on the 
adventures of Jane Arden, the 
cartoon strip heroine. Readers of 
the several hundred newspapers 
which run the Arden feature 
were invited to select the actress 
they thought should play the title 
role in the series. Making their 
choice on the basis of published 
photographs of the players avail- 

able for the part, a majority of 
the readers voted for Miss Towne. 

That was the break the tall 
slender actress had been waiting 
and working for through two and 
a half years. Until Jane Arden 

came into her life, Miss Towne 
had been kept in the “grooming” 
class. She opened doors, answered 
telephones and added decoration 
for big pictures in bit roles and 
played occasional second leads 
in less important productions. 

During those “grooming” days, 

Miss Towne suffered periods of 
terrible discouragement when 
she felt sure the door of oppor- 
tunity never would open. She was 
in one of those blue funks when 
the Jane Arden series was an- 

‘Jane Arden’ 
nounced and even her best friends 

couldn’t convince her she had a 

chance of landing the part. 

Now that she’s actually Jane 
Arden, however, Miss Towne 
readily admits she has been ex- 
tremely fortunate. She’s only 
twenty and it was just two and a 

half years ago that she graduated 
from Huntington Park High 
School in the Los Angeles suburb 
of that name. 

She spent her first year after 
leaving high school in study at 
the Hollywood Community Thea- 
tre. Herman Bing, the comedian, 
who was her next door neighbor, 
brought her to the attention of 
Warner picture scouts and she 
was signed to a contract. She’s 
been on the studio roster a year 
and a half. 

Miss Towne is five feet, six 
inches tall and has the perfect 
showgirl’s svelte figure. Because 
of her height and trim lines she 
was in dire danger of being 
shunted into “clothes horse” 
roles in musicals. 

Somehow she escaped that fate 
and the parts she played, small 
as most of them were, gave her 
sound training for the real op- 
portunity Jane Arden is afford- 
ing her. 

In the series pictures, the first 
of which, called “The Adven- 
tures of Jane Arden,” opens Fri- 
day at the Strand Theatre, Miss 
Towne is “tops.” There are no 
strings attached to her rating. 
As the girl reporter heroine, 
she’s an out and out star. 

Benny Rubin Gives All 
For Art-- Except Pants 

Mutiny on the part of an ac- 
tress which for a time threatened 
to stop production of a feature 

picture at the Warner Bros. 
Studio was finally quelled and 
satisfactorily explained as an 
amusing mixup in names. 

A scene in “The Adventures of 
Jane Arden,” the Warner Bros. 

picture coming to the Strana 
Theatre next Friday, required 

that comedian Benny Rubin play 

it sans shirt and pants, only 
shorts and undershirt to be his 
dress for the day. Inasmuch, how- 
ever, as the scene was to be 

played at a formal dinner table, 
there had been some discussion 
between Benny and_ Director 

Terry Morse the night before as 

to whether Benny would be 
dressed from the waist up, or 
not. Later Morse decided against 

it. 
The following morning Morse 

called an assistant before his 
players were on the set. “Call 

Benny,” he said briskly, ‘and 
tell him we’ll play the scene in 
the raw—to wear shorts and up- 

pers only. No other garments.” 
The assist- 

ant obedient- 
ly went to the 
telephone and 

conveyed the 
message. The 
only trouble 
was he got 

confused in 
names. In- 

stead of call- 
ing Benny’s 
dressing 
room, he 
called Den- 
nie’s, Dennie 
Moore being 
the comedienne in the picture. 

And she thought that Director 
Morse, usually quietly studious 
and dignified, suddenly was 
reaching much too far for laughs. 
She told him so next day. 
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Benny Rubin 

CAST 
Jane Arden, ROSELLA TOWNE 

Ed Towers........ William Gargan 

Dr. Vanders..James Stephenson 

Marvin Piermont, Benny Rubin 

Teenie Moore ....Dennie Moore 

Lola Martin...... Peggy Shannon 

Bill Clifton........ Edgar Edwards 

Prisoner ...... Hobart Cavanaugh 

Albert Thayer....Pierre Watkin 

Martha Blanton....Maris Wrixon 

Reporter .............. John Ridgely 

RUB cece sn ve Joe Devlin 

TRUS Wee cca Raymond Bailey 

Frenchman ....George Renevant 

Ttalian.................. Eddie Conrad 

Trishman .......... Robert Homans 

PRODUCTION STAFF 
Directed by...... TERRY MORSE 

Screen Play by 

Vincent Sherman 

Lawrence Kimble 

Charles Curran 

Based on the Comic Strip 

Created by......iiocte Barrett 

Russell E. Ross 

Photography by 
L. Wm. O’Connell, A.S.C. 

Art Director............ Max Parker 

Dialogue Director..Ted Thomas 

Film Editor.... Harold McLernon 

Sound by.............. Charles Lang 

Gowns by............ Milo Anderson 

Comedy Construction by 
Lex Neal 
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ROSELLA TOWNE seems to be doing right well for herself. Not only is she 
playing the lead in "The Adventures of Jane Arden,"" Warner Bros. picture 
based on the exploits of the comic strip heroine, coming to the Strand Friday, 
but seems to have leading man, William Gargan, a bit in a whirl. 

William Gargan’s 

Ties That Bind 
When William Gargan came 

home with 200 ties, purchased 
from a bankrupt stock, his 
wife almost threw him out of 
the house, ties and all. 

Gargan, appearing in War- 
ner Bros. ‘The Adventures of 
Jane Arden’, now playing at 
the Strand, admits that his 
spouse may have had good 
cause for her actions. ‘She 
wanted me to take them back. 
But I couldn’t do it. A deal’s 
a deal. You see,” he explained, 
“T already have about 400 ties 
at home. Can’t resist buying 
them and never could throw 
one away.” 

ROSELLA TOWNE IS 
DIRECT DESCENDENT 
OF BEN FRANKLIN 

Rosella Towne, who plays the 

part of Jane Arden, the girl re- 
porter, in “The Adventures of 
Jane Arden,” the Warner Bros. 

picture opening Friday at the 
Strand Theatre, has a hereditary 
right to a place in the journalis- 

tic world. One of her ancestors 
wrote his way to lasting fame as 
a journalist and editor. He was 
Benjamin Franklin. 

Rosella is a direct descendent 
of Franklin on her mother’s side 
of the family, her mother being 
Mrs. Viola Franklin Townsend. 

Rosella and her mother treas- 
ure several family letters 
Franklin wrote, which have been 
handed down from generation to 
generation. Oddly enough one of 

the letters advises a stage career 

for one of the early daughters of 
the family, but Rosella can find 
no record that the advice was 
ever followed. 

In “The Adventures of Jane 
Arden,” based on the famous 
character of the newspaper strip, 
Rosella is supported by a fea- 
tured cast, including William 
Gargan, Dennie Moore, Benny 
Rubin, Peggy Shannon and James 
Stephenson. Terry Morse di- 
rected. This is the first picture 
the talented young man has di- 
rected, and turns in a first class 

job. He has an unusually fine 
way of pacing the action. 

C9] 

JAMES STEPHENSON 
PRAISES AMERICAN 
GALS, FILMS, SPORT 

While he was working in “The 
Adventures of Jane Arden,” the 
Warner Bros. picture opening 
Friday at the Strand Theatre, 
James Stephenson, who had come 
to Hollywood from England less 
than a year ago summed up as 
follows his impressions of 
America: 

“American football bored me 
stiff until I suddenly realized I 
was up on my feet yelling. After 
that I went to the games every 
Saturday. I read the papers to see 
which college was the underdog 
and then yelled for that one. 
That gave me a very satisfying 
feeling. 

“It takes a long time to get 

adjusted to the very vocal audi- 
ences of Hollywood. Their reac- 
tions are so swift; but so strong 

and so sincere. 

“The women in America are 
so much more smartly dressed 
than in England. But the men 
are so much more poorly dressed. 

“The tea in the United States 
is unsatisfactory. I have taken 
to drinking coffee. The coffee is 
ever so much better than in Eng- 
land. I think the water and the 
climate have a great deal to do 
with it. 

“Everybody in America seems 
so immediately friendly that at 
first it disconcerted my wife. But 

we have since found that the 
people really mean it. 

“Honestly, American motion 
pictures are much better than 
those made anywhere else.” 

Magic a Hobby 
When Benny Rubin was tour- 

ing the country in vaudeville, he 
became friendly with a magician 
who shared the same bill. Now 
Benny, appearing in Warner 
Bros. ‘The Adventures of Jane 
Arden,’ coming to the Strand 
Theatre Friday, amuses his 
friends with the feats his sleight 
of hand performer pz2l used in 
the act. If he ever loses his job 
as a comedian he can always turn 
to magic for a living. 

Sure Fire Approach 
To Movies Is to Be 
Comic Strip Pleaser 

The one sure fire, no fooling 
way to get into the movies is to 

be a character in a newspaper 
comic strip. 

From Flash Gordon back to 
Ella Cinders, their screen bat- 

ting average has been high. In- 
comparably higher, by any graph 

or measuring stick, than that of 
any other fictional character 

source, be it novel, screen origi- 
nal, playscript, or historical biog- 

raphy. 

Colleen Moore, way back there 

in the silent days, was the first 
of the screen stars to turn to the 

comic pages for inspiration. She 

found it in the Charlie-Plumb- 

Bill Conselman character Ella 

Cinders, and the cartoonists in 
turn, by no strange coincidence, 
previously had used Colleen and 

her famous Dutch Boy bob as a 
model when they first sketched 

her on paper. 

Since freckle-faced Ella a 

dozen or more comic strip char- 
acters have been brought to a 

shadowy celluloid life by the 
cameras, prominent among them 
being Harold Teen, Flash Gor- 
don, Dick Tracy, Skippy and 
Sooky, Popeye the Sailor Man 
and Little Orphan Annie, which 
was among the first pictures for 
the then juvenile Mitzie Green. 

Latest of the “strip pleasers” 
to be further glorified before the 
public gaze is that phenomenal 

newspaper person, Jane Arden, 

who wins where police depart- 
ments, federal G-men, and rival 
editors and reporters invariably 
fail. 

Jane, note book and all, has 
been brought to cinematic life for 
Warner Bros. by the lovely Ros- 
ella Towne in “The Adventures 
of Jane Arden,” first of a series 
of screen features to be based on 
her dramatic and romantic ex- 
ploits, which opens next Friday 
at the Strand Theatre. 

A rapid scanning of the comic 
pages of the newspapers and the 
motion picture subjects of the 
recent years reveals that appar- 

ently the process has been re- 
versed but twice. Mickey Mouse 
long was a hero of the screen be- 

fore be got his daily run in the 
news pages along with Donald 
Duck and his other cartoon 
friends and foes. He was recently 

joined by Charley Chan, who now 
graces the Sunday comics as well 
as the theatre screens. 

Real Motion Picture 

Warner Bros. Pictures almost 
went into the travel agency busi- 
ness for “The Adventures of Jane 
Arden,” first of a series of action 

films featuring Rosella Towne as 

the girl reporter of the comic 
strips, which opens Friday at the 
Strand Theatre. 

Rosella, as Jane Arden, travels 
by train, speed boat, ocean liner, 
sea plane and even horse and 

buggy. It’s a real moving picture. 

SYNOPSIS 
(NOT FOR PUBLICATON) 
Jane Arden (Rosella Towne ), 
ace news reporter, convinces Ed 
Towers (William Gargan), her 
managing editor, that she is 
on the trail of a big gang of 
smugglers. 

Jane manages to get into the 
good graces of the mob, and 
even fools the head of the 
ring, James Stephenson, by 
pretending to be a smuggler 
herself. With her girl friend, 
Dennie Moore, they have to 
go to Bermuda and return 
with smuggled jewels. In the 
meantime the gang finds out 
about Jane. They know who 
she is and are determined to 
silence her. 

Ed arrives in the nick of 
time, outwits the gang, and 
shoots it out with Stephenson. 
winding up a terrifically paced 
story with a whirlwind finish. 
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Rosella Towne Has Many 
Reasons To Believe in 

Good Neighbor Policy 
Rosella Towne is a solid be- 

liever in the good neighbor policy. 

One of them got Rosella her first 
job in motion pictures; a gesture 

of friendly interest for which she 
will be ever grateful. 

Rosella, reconciled to a brief 
business life as an office worker 

with hopes of having that soon 

turn into marriage with some 

Prince Charming, went to work 
as a receptionist in a doctor’s 
office when she was graduated 
from Huntington Park High 
School in a suburb of Los An- 
geles. Something happened to 

that. job. Her next one was with 

an employment agency, where all 

day long she listened to the com- 
plaints of housewives trying to 

find the ideal cook or maid. 
Then one day a new family 

moved into the house next door to 

that of Rosella’s mother. The new 

man next door was Herman Bing, 
spluttering comedian of the films. 
Bing didn’t splutter mentally 
when he got his first look at Ros- 
ella. He asked the inevitable 

question: ‘“How would you like to 

go into the movies?” Rosella 
gave the inevitable: “Why, I’d 
love to....” 

Result. Bing got in touch with 
his agent, the agent saw Rosella, 

Terry Morse Makes 
Directorial Debut 

With “Jane Arden’ 
“The Adventures of Jane Ar- 

den,” which is playing at the 
Strand Theatre, is not only the 
first picture of a new Warner 
Bros. series based on the heroine 
of the popular cartoon strip but 

also the first production to be di- 

rected by Terry Morse, who was 
made a director in recognition of 

his brilliant work as a film edi- 

tor at the Warner Bros. Studio. 

Morse came to Hollywood from 
St. Louis, with his father when 
the latter was a division manager 
for the old Vitagraph film com- 
pany in 1918. The youngster got 

a job in the Rothacker-Aller 

laboratories shooting titles for 
the silent films. Then Terry ad- 
vanced to assistant cutter with 
what is now the Paramount 
studios. 

He was assigned as cutter to 
the units of the silent star, Cor- 
inne Griffith, and remained with 

Miss Griffith and her producers 
through her successive moves to 

Metropolitan and then to the 
First National (now Warner- 

First National) Studio. His pro- 

motion to be a head cutter—or 
editor—followed. 

Morse has done all his film 
work at Warner-First National 

since 1925. He became head cut- 
ter on the Bryan Foy pictures in 

1936, and recently directed the 
fight scenes and the dam explo- 
sion scenes in the Technicolor 

outdoor picture “Heart of the 
North.” 

The young director—he is only 

33—is a member of the family 
which three generations ago in- 

cluded Samuel F. B. Morse, in- 
ventor of the telegraph. He is 
something of an inventor him- 

self, his gadgets all being con- 
nected with the technical end of 

motion pictures. 

Terry Morse was a cutter so 
long (in spite of his limited 
years) that he recognizes wasted 
action and excess film footage be- 

fore anything has been recorded. 
That’s one reason why his first 

picture swings out into such a 

sharp clip of action from the out- 
set and holds its pace to the end. 

arranged a test with Warner 
Bros., and a new screen starlet 

was born. 

Recently Rosella, rather tall, 
dark, and with a _ slumberous 
beauty, played her first leading 
film role, that of Jane Arden in 

the Warner Bros. picture “The 
Adventures of Jane Arden,” 

which opens next Friday at the 
Strand Theatre. The picture is 
the first of a series to be filmed 
around this character of a girl 

newspaper reporter, taken from 

the Jane Arden newspaper strip. 

She is practically the only 
player in the cast who came to 
the screen without previous stage 

experience, thus being the excep- 

tion to prove the general rule 

that the stage is the only door 
to Hollywood. 

William Gargan, playing oppo- 

site her, Dennie Moore, Peggy 

Shannon, James Stephenson, 

Benny Rubin, a half dozen others 
in featured parts all came from 

the theatre, both Miss Moore and 
Miss Shannon having stepped up 
from the New York chorus. 

Maybe they could have saved 
that experience if they had had 
Herman Bing for a neighbor in 
the house next door. 

This Part Called For 

Stunt-Man, Not Actor 

When Benny Rubin went 
home from work at the War- 
ner Bros. Studio one night he 
had a taste in his mouth like 
that of an inquisitive small 
boy who has had a sip from 
every pump at a soda foun- 
tain. 

“J don’t feel so 
Benny explained. 

For “The Adventures of 

good,” 

Jane Arden,” the Warner Bros. 
picture now playing at the 
Strand Theatre, in which he is 
featured with Rosella Towne 
and William Gargan, Rubin 
had been sitting at a ship’s bar 
all afternoon and part of the 
morning, playing a scene in 
which he was supposed to 
sample every type of wine in 
the steward’s locker. 

For the ordeal, the prop 
man had laid in a supply of 
every type of soda pop, cola, 
ginger ale and _limeade he 
could think of, and Rubin had 
had to try them all. Benny 
says they must have forgotten 
to have a stunt man for the 
part. That, or a drinking man. 

Ree 
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TURNING THE TABLES — instead of being in love with the boss, Rosella Towne, 
in "The Adventures of Jane Arden,"' has the boss, William Gargan, in love 
with her. The Warner Bros. picture is now at the Strand. 

‘Jane Arden’ 

Makes Hit 
Because it is thrilling and 

amusing entertainment in itself 
and because it fully equalled the 
hopes and expectations of those 
in the audience who knew the 
heroine as an old friend, ‘The 
Adventures of Jane Arden,” the 
Warner Bros. picture which 
opened yesterday at the Strand 
Theatre, rates as one of the most 
satisfying films of its sort that 
has been produced ina long time. 

The new Warner picture is the 
first of a series based on the pop- 
ular Jane Arden cartoon strip 
which appears in 171 papers and 
whose central character is also 
the heroine of a radio serial that 
has been running for two years 
on a national network. 

The studio, it seems, took the 
long chance of having the public 
do the casting, and the public, 
by vote of the readers of papers 
in which the strip appears, dis- 
regarded past reputations, and 
chose pretty, young Rosella 
Towne because she actually looks 
a great deal like the drawings of 
Jane Arden in the Monte Barrett 
and Russell E. Ross cartoon 
strip. 

In the plot devised by Vincent 
Sherman, Lawrence Kimble and 

ROSELLA TOWNE, pert and lovely brunette who is featured in "The Adventures of Jane Arden" (left) wears a greatcoat 

TOWNE AND COUNTRY 

(Review) 

of ‘Funnies’ 

on Screen 
Charles Curran for this first 
Jane Arden picture, the heroine 
succeeds in unmasking and bring- 
ing their just deserts to the mem- 
bers of a sinister band of jewel 
thieves and smugglers, who also 
are not averse to a bit of mur- 
der on the side. 

She accomplishes her purpose 
by bravely masquerading as a 
jewel thief herself and then suc- 
ceeding in getting into the em- 
ploy of the band. — 

The young managing editor, 
who is, incidentally, in love with 
his star girl reporter, is played 
by William Gargan. 

An excellent portrayal of the 
urbane but sinister leader of the 
jewel gang is given by that de- 
pendable actor of cultured vil- 
lians, James Stephenson, and 
well interspersed amusement is 
contributed by Benny Rubin and 
Dennie Moore. Others who give 

better than average perform- 

ances include Peggy Shannon, 
Hobart Cavanaugh, Pierre Wat- 

kin, John Ridgely and Maris 
Wrixon. 

The picture is an auspicious 
directional debut for Terry 
Morse, recently promoted from 

post of chief film editor. 

& 

ood 
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of vivid plaid over her pencil-slim black wool dress. (Center) Accent on accessories for sport, a vagabond hat with a 
swashbuckling quill, a suede weskit, and shirred leather bag. (Right) Rosella's three-piece herringbone tweed suit is 
one of the season's smartest travelling outfits, equally as good for country wear. 
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Bill Gargan Has 
Definite Ideas on 
Likes and Dislikes 

William Gargan is the kind of 

person you immediately call 

‘Bill’ His unassuming and quiet 
manner at first makes you wonder 

if this is the well known actor, or 
just another big, smiling Irish- 

man. 
Like any other regular fellow, 

he has those special little char- 
acteristics which mark him as a 

‘right guy’, an inidvidual with 
the same likes and dislikes other 
people are likely to have. 

Returning to the Warner Bros. 

Studio—where he used to be a 
contract player—to play the male 

lead in ‘The Adventures of Jane 
Arden,’ which opens Friday at 
the Strand Theatre, he is the 
only actor on the lot who admits 

to saving bits of string, or talk- 

ing to himself when alone. 

His likes and dislikes are as 

varied as his career. He loves 

clothes and has more than four 
hundred neckties. He distlikes to 

see either matches or cigarettes 

wasted. An excellent swimmer, 

poker and ping-pong player, he 

has no use for bridge. He likes 
to cook and learned a mouth- 
watering recipe for ‘potted 

shrimp’ while in England. 
Gargan is happily married to 

Mary Kenny, who was an actress 

until she became Mrs. Gargan, 

and they have two sons, Barrie, 

aged nine, and Leslie Howard 
Gargan, who is not quite six. Bill 

was born in Brooklyn, N. Y. on 

July 17, 1905 and educated at St. 
James High School and St. James 

College there. He has one brother, 
Edward, who is also an actor. As 
a child he wanted to become a 
fireman. As an actor he hopes to 
become a pro- __ 
ducer. He has & 
supported 
Leslie 
Howard, his 
favorite actor 
and best 
friend, in the 
stage and film 

versions of 
‘The Animal 

Kingdom,’ 
ah SPH 
screen play 

of ‘British 
Agent.’ He 
has been seen 
in ‘Aloma of the South Seas’ and 
‘Misleading Lady.’ 

Gargan has had a variety of 
jobs before turning to acting. Be- 
fore achieving fame he was an 
extra, dancer, private detective, 
reporter for a Brooklyn paper, 
and clerk in a Wall Street broker- 
age house. Gargan knows what 

it is to be broke, hungry, and 
discouraged, but he has always 
taken things on the chin and then 

come up smiling. You just have 

to like the big, grinning Irish- 
man. How can you help liking a 

fellow everyone calls ‘Bill’? 
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William Gargan 

Rosella Towne’s Dresses 

By Milo Anderson 
In “The Adventures of Jane 

Arden,” the Warner Bros. pic- 
ture playing at the Strand Thea- 
tre, Rosella Towne has a Milo 
Anderson-designed wardrobe 

planned for the active life of a 
girl reporter. In spite of the 

sturdy and tailored aspect of her 
suits, however, they are never- 
theless outstanding for their in- 
troduction of needle art. 

An oxford grey model has 

groups of pleats in front and back 
which are stitched in turkey red 

thread. The color accent is re- 

peated in the broad quilted lapels 
of the jacket and the quilted 
crown of a matching vagabond 
hat. A fitted jacket of shepherd’s 

check has its square yoke cross- 
stitched in black and white yarn 
in a geometric design, such as 
was once used on fancy checked 

gingham aprons. 
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Write directly to the company to 

find out how your theatre can get 

these lobby displays at reasonable 

rental prices. 
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